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INTRODUCT ION
The purpose of this study is to provide a ready 

means of identifying Japanese Explosive Ordnance and 
Packing.

In order to expedite the collection, reclamation, 
proper storage, and distribution of Japanese ammunition, 
mines, grenades, etc., this publication has been prepared 
with photographs of Japanese Explosive Ordnance Packing 
and pertinent data thereof. Quantity-distance regulations 
concerning American ammunition will apply to similar types 
of Japanese ammunition.

It is important to keep in mind the instability of 
Japanese Incendiary ammunition. Therefore, this type 
should be kept isolated and rut of the direct rays of the 
sun.

As the Armed Forces of the United Nations approach 
the Japanese homeland, our supply lines, always long, 
are beginning to stretch interminably. It is therefore 
expedient to utilize to the fullest extent, wherever and 
whenever possible, captured enemy equipment to supplement 
our own.

This book is bound in loose-leaf form to facilitate 
additions and revisions as they are collected and printed. 
A distribution list will be retained at this office to 
insure proper and rapid dissemination of supplemental 
material.

A glossary of Japanese characters pertaining to Ord­
nance terms is Included to assist in the identification 
of material not reported herein.

Special mention Is due the Allied Translator and 
Interpreter Section, Headquarters Sixth Army, without 
whose effort this publication would not have been possible

Any and all criticisms, corrections, and additions 
from the user will be duly appreciated.



Designating Ideographs

Type (this symbol follows 
the number)

Model

Modification

Japanese Eras (Dating System)

£3 /f;a

Mei-Ji (1868-1911)
Taisho (1912-1925)
Showa (1926-

Arsenals

&
■i.

Tokyo

Osaka

Kure

Toyokawa 

Yokosuka 

Maizuro

Sasebo



or

or

O G 100

o O O 1000



General Terms

Amy

Navy-
Arsenal
Powder factory-

Year

Month
Day

Use

Meter

Kilometer

Centimeter

Millimeter

Large

Small

Initiator (detonator)

Lot

Grade

Filled

Time

Color

Black
Top

Middle

Bottom

Mountain



General T erm s- co nt inued

Special 
Burst

Manufacture

Explosive filling

Fine grain powder

Yellow

Red

Green

Grey

Peach

White

Brown

Illuminating

Shaped charge, hollow charge

Prefix to numerals

Modification

Repair 
Recondition, reconstruct

Place

Cast
Gram

Loaded

Provisional designation
Weight

Inspect
Rocket
Incendiary symbol

Smoke symbol



Fuzes

Bomb

Land

Land bomb

Ordinary, common

Aerial torpedo 

Practice bomb 

Semi-steel bomb

Substitute bomb 
Tail (of bomb) 

Nose (of bomb) 

Taiir-fin (bomb) 

Dnpty case (bomb, projectile) 

Smoke

Incendiary pellets 

Incendiary pellets

Incendiary

Suspension lug

Burster tube

Loaded cluster bomb container 
Cluster bomb (small bomb) 

Parachute flare

Aircraft mlssle

Anarchist bomb

Preformed pressed (bursting charge) 

Firing mechanism (Navy bomb term) 

Combination fuze (impact or time) 

Instantaneous-short delay fuze 

Impact fuze



Bombs and Fuzes-continued.

1st
ha B

Fuze; gaine (navy fuzes)

Anti-disturbance fuze

It t Anti-withdrawal fuze

'fa fi- »ft t Long delay fuze

Arming vanes (bomb fuze)

Projectiles and Fuzes

5^^-

•v

fik. 'P t L 
&

Projectile

Annor piercing projectile

Armor piercing projectile

Capped annor piercing projectile
Armor plercing/high explosive proj.

Armor piercing ammunition(small 
arms)

Common projectile (HE)

Cast Iron projectile, HE

Blunt-nose projectile

High explosive shell
Self-destroying tracer projectile

Shrapnel shell

Projectile, with fuze

Complete round

Hollow charge ammunition

Common ammunition

Ball ammunition

Ordinary ball ammunition
Incendiary ammunition (small arms)
Aircraft ammunition symbol

Ball ammunition
/



Projectlies and. Fuzes-continued

< z t &
&

Tracer ammunition (small arms)

Cartridge, fixed (complete round)

Propellant charge container

$ fe Ordinary propellant charge

Reduced propelling charge

ft y£JtJ Spec’al reduced propelling charge

Weak propelling charge
S# in Instantaneous fuze

M M. ffl it $ Short delay fuze

< t it Combination fuze

7^ Ara la 'ft Long pointed Anti-aircraft fuze
n Caliber

M A Aircraft cannon

'£ M' Hl Aircraft machine cannon

tt'£MS3t Aircraft machine gun

13 Fixed

Flexible
M gg Machine gun
'< ^/6t Tank gun

ft z/a. Anti-tank gun

Field gun

A X5t. Gun (general)

>fla Howitzer

tn j Howitzer and mortar

ife Infantry mortar

riia.j Mortars
,5) 

tK * Increment (mortar ammunition)



Projectiles and Fuzes-continued.

Barrage mortar

Gun (as opposed to howitzer)

Underwater Ordnance

Mine

Controlled naval mine

Controlled naval mine

Ground type (naval mine)

Magnetic mine (marine)

Induction type mine 

acoustic mine
Anchored type (naval mine)

Magnetic needle type magnetic mine

Mine case

Hora (naval mine)
(1) Period delay mechanism
(2) Ship’s counter (naval mines)
Naval mine field

Naval min'* barrier
Explosive (hook) grapnet

Torpedo

Torpedo exploder

Depth charge

Depth charge pistol

Grenades and Land Mines

Contact land mine

Trip wire type contact land mine

Trip wire land mine



Grenades and Land Mlneg-contlnued

"Yardstick" anti-vehicular mine

Armor Piercing mine

Sticky mine

Bullet land mine
Armor Piercing mine (Type 99)

Pressure type igniter (land mines)

Time hand grenade
Frangible grenade

Frangible Incendiary grenade

Molotov cocktail

Bangalore torpedo 
Booby trap

Demolition clock

Demolition can

Electric cap

Non-electric cap

Detonating cord

Safety fuze

Friction primer

Remotely controlled land mine



Abbreviations of General Terms

Taisho

Showa

Army-

Navy

Arsenal

Arsenal

Initiator

Lot

Special

Burst

Manufacture

Explosive filling

Repair



Abbreviatlons-continued

Meiji

Recondition, reconstruct

Provisional designation

Substitute bomb

Incendiary pellets

Anti-disturbance fuze

Anti-withdrawal fuze

Long delay fuze

Armor piercing projectile

Capped armor piercing projectile

Armor piercing projectile

Armor pierclng/High explosive 
projectile

Common projectile (HE)

Cast iron projectile, HE



Abbreviations-continued

Blunt-nose projectile

High explosive shell

Communition ammunition

Instantaneous fuze

Caliber

Gun (as opposed to howitzer)



12.7-mm AIRCRAFT GUN AMMUNITION

-t - Fp

ft#
0'5-=-

Translation of Markings: "Mounted on Aircraft. 12.7-mm 
Gun, Type 1, Armor Piercing/ 
Tracer Ammunition Box. Contents 
300 Rounds

Description of Round: Caliber - 12.7-mm
Type - Armor Piercing/Tracer
Number of Rotating Bands - None
Colors - Brass body, 1 Green body 

band, 1 White body band
Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze: None

Type of Gun Used: 12.7-mm Browning Type Machine Gun* 
Aircraft, Type 1

Number of Rounds per Box: 300



20-mm AIRCRAFT GUN AMMUNITION

|9jo

M #

19. 9
fZ-O

— o o g

Translation of Markings: “20-mm Aircraft Gun (HO 5)
Type 2 Shell* Contents: 100
Rounds* Fuze Attached® Higa­
shigawa Arsenal•“

Description of Round: Caliber - 20-mm
Type - High Explosive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, aluminum nose 

piece
Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze: Unknown

Type of Gun Used: 20-mm Aircraft Machine Cannon, HO 5 
(Browning Type)

Number of Rounds per Box: 100



20-mm AIRCRAFT GUN AMMUNITION

Mayings.! —
bs^d h- / \ 4 =

Translation of Markings: ’’Trade Mark: Higashi San. 20-mm 
Automatic Cannon. Armor Piercing/ 
Tracer. Contents: 50 Rounds.
Date of Manufacture: January 1945* 
Panel Mark: 37. Inspected: March 
1943."

Description of Round: Caliber - 20-mm
Type - Armor Piercing/Tracer
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, 1 Green body 

band, 1 White body band
Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze: None

Type of Gun Used: 20-mm Aircraft Automatic Cannon, Type 
97

Number of Rounds per Box: 5o



25-mm ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN AMMUNITION

Translation of Markings: ”25-mm Machine Cannon Common 
Tracer Shell, Improved No* 1* 
Contents: 40 Rounds. Toyokawa 
Navy Arsenal.”

Description of Round: Caliber - 25-mm
Type - High ExpIoslve/Tracer 
Number of Rotating Bands - 3 
Colors - Red body® Green nose band 
Type Loading ® Fixed

Fuze: Model 1 or Model 4

Type of Gun Used: 25-mm Anti-Aircraft Machine Cannon, 
Type 96

Number of Rounds per Box: 40



25-am ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN AMMUNITION

Mayings:

Translation of Markings: ”25-^ Machine Cannon Armor 
Piercing Shell* Contents: 40 
Rounds. Kure Navy Arsenal."

Description of Round: Caliber - 25-nmi
Type - Amor Piercing/Tracer
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, may be found 

repainted White.
Type Loading - Fixed

,ze None

Type of Gun Used: 25-mm Anti-Aircraft Machine Cannon, 
Type 96

Number of Rounds per Box: 40



25-mm ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN AMMUNITION

Markings; t 1®
M H

d 3.

Translation of Markings: ”25-mm Machine Cannon Common 
Incendiary Shell. Contents: 
40 Rounds• Model 4 Fuse Attached 
Toyokawa Navy Arsenal.”

Description of Round: Caliber - 25-mm
Type - High Explosive/Incendiary
Number of Rotating Bands - 5
Colors - Green body
Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze: Model 1 or Model 4 Fuze

Type of Gun Used: 25-mm Anti-Aircraft Machine Cannon, 
Type 96

Number of Rounds per Box: 40



25~mm ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN AMMUNITION

VQ 1 1®
Markings: w

0 f,

Translation of Markings; "25-am Machine Cannon Common 
Shell. Contents: 40 Rounds. 
Model 4 Fuze Attached. Nichi- 
kubo Chemical Industry•“

Description of Round: Caliber - 25-mm
Type - High Explosive-
Number of Rotating Banus - J 
Colors - Maroon body, Green nose 

band
Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze: Model 1 or Model 4

Type of Gun Used: 25*’mm Anti-Aircraft Machine Cannon, 
Type 96

Number of Rounds per Box: 40



25-mm ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN AMMUNITION

% a vs? -r w
O(wM) ft #

Translation of Markings; "25-mm Machine Cannon Common 
Tracer Shell, Improved No. 2. 
Contents: 40 Rounds. Model 4 
Fuze Attached. Kure Navy Arsen 
al."

Description of Round: Caliber - 25-mm
Type - High Explosive/Tracer 
Number of Rotating Bands - 3 
Colors - Orange body, Green nose 

band
Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze; Model 1 or Model 4 Fuze

Type of Gun Used: 25-mm Anti-Aircraft Machine Cannon, 
Type 96

Number of Rounds per Box: 40



37-mm ANTI-TANK GUN AMMUNITION

ow^*.**
Markings: A. +

Translation of Markings* "Type 94 37-mm Anti-tank Shell. 
Contents: 10 Rounds*”

Description of Round: Caliber - 37-mm
Type - High Explosive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose band

1 Yellow body band, 1 
White body band

Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze: Type 95 Small Instantaneous Fuze
Type of Gun Used: 57“®m Anti-tank Gun, Type 94

Number of Rounds per Box: 10



37-mm ANTI-TANK GUN AMMUNITION

Markings;

Translation of Markings; "37-mm Armor Piercing/Hlgh Ex­
plosive Shell with Fuze Attached. 
Contents; 10 Rounds.”

Description of Round; Caliber - 37-mm
Type - Armor Piercing/High Explo­

sive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose band* 

1 White body band
Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze; Type 94 Small Delay Base Fuze
Type of Gun Used; 37-mm Anti-tank Gun, Type 94

Number of Rounds per Box; 10



47-mm ANTI-TANK GUN AMMUNITION

Translation of Markings: "47-mm Shell. High Explosive. 
Contents: 5 Rounds. Fuzes in­
cluded. Keep dry."

Description of Round: Caliber - 47-mm
Type - High Explosive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose band, 

1 White body band
Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze: Type 88 Instantaneous or Type 88 Short Delay Fuze

Type of Pun Used: 47-mm Anti-tank Gun, Type 1

Number of Rounds per Box: 5

Note: Box may be found painted green.



47-mm ANTI-TANK GUN AMMUNITION

no “L -
Markings:

Translation of Markings: “Type 1 47-mm Gun. Contents:
5 Rounds.”

Description of Round.: Caliber - 47-mm
Type - Armor Piercing/Hlgh Explo­

sive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose band,

1 White body band
Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze: Small Mk. 2 Base Fuze

Type of Gun Used: 47-mm Anti-tank Gun, Type 1

Number of Rounds per Box: 5



Translation of Markings: "Type 89 Heavy Grenade Dis­
charger Shell* Contents: 20 
Rounds*"

Description of Round; Caliber - 50-mm
Type - High Explosive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors « Black body, Red nose band,

1 Yellow body band, 1 
White body band.

Type Loading - Perforated propel­
lant case screwed 
to main shell base 
cover

Fuzes Type 88 Snail Instantaneous Fuze

Type of Weapon Used,; 50-mm Heavy Grenade Discharger, Type 89

Number of Rounds per Box: 20



57-mm TANK GUN ^MUNITION

Marking: A.t 1 "t

Translation of Markings: "Type 97 57-mm Armor Piercing
Shell*. Contents: 5 Bounds*”

Description of Round: Caliber - 57-®m
Type - Armor Piarcing/High Explo­

sive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose tip,

1 White body band
Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze: Type 92 Small Base Fuze

Type of Gun Used: 57-mm Tank Gun, Type 97

Number of Rounds per Box: 5



70-nm HOWITZER AMMUNITION

Translation of Markings: "Type 92 Infantry Howitzer.
Contents: 8 Rounds®"

Description of Round; Caliber ~ 70-mm
Type - High Explosive
Himber of Rotating Rands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose band,

1 Yellow body band 
Type Loading - Semi-fixed

Fuze: Type 88 Instantaneous or Type 88 Short Delay Fuze

Type of Gun Used: 70-mm Battalion Howitzer, Type 92

Number of Rounds per Box: 8



70-mm HOWITZER AMMUNITION

Markings: 92^ 92A&
3 O

Translation of Markings: “Type 92 Infantry Howitzer.
Contents; 3 Rounds."

Description of Round: Caliber - 70-mm
Type - High Explosive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose band* 

1 White body band, 1 Red 
body band* 1 Yellow body 
band

Type Loading - Semi-fixed

Fuze: Type 88 Instantaneous or Type 88 Short Delay Fuze

Type of Gun Used: 70-mm Battalion Howitzer, Type 92

Number of Rounds per Box: 3



75-mm HOWITZER AMMUNITION

Markings;

Translation of Markings; Mj8th Year Model, Type 94 How­
itzer Shell. Contents; 4 
Rounds.”

Description of Round; Caliber - 75-mm
Type - High Explosive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose band, 

1 Yellow body bard, 1 
White body band

Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze; Type 88 Instantaneous or Type 88 Short Delay Fuze

Type of Gun Used; 75-nim Mountain Gun, Type 94

Number of Rounds per Box; 4



75-mm HOWITZER AMMUNITION

ib -TO

zX HD 
'XX

Translation of Markings: "Typo 41 Mountain Gun. 98 Re­
modeled Type Howitzer Shell. 
Contents: 4 Rounds. Type 88 
Fuze."

Description of Round: Caliber - 75-mm
Type - High Explosive (Shrapnel)
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose band, 

remainder of fuze adaptor 
is White, 1 Yellow body 
band, 1 White body band

Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze: Type 88 Instantaneous or Type 88 Short Delay Fuze

Type of Gun Used: 75-nm Mountain Gun, Type 41

Number of Rounds per Box: 4



75-mm HOWITZER AMMUNITION

A, w

Maritinas; 3$ {gl- jXj

15 W
Translation of Markings: “Type 94 Mountain Gun, Experi­

mental Type 1, Armor Piercing 
Shell. Contents: 4 Rounds."

Description of Round: Caliber - 75-mm
Type - Amor Piercing/High Explo­

sive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose band, 

1 White body band, 1 Green 
body band

Type Loading - Fixed
Fuze: Unknown (Possibly Type 95 A.P. B.D.F. Fuze)

Type of Gun Used: 75-®im Mountain Gun, Type 94

Number of Rounds per Box: 4



75-mm HOWITZER AMMUNITION

yFfg nn A tli®7 A Markings: z
jg w 4

Translation of Markings: "Type 94 Mountain Gun Shell.
Contents: 4 Rounds. With
Fuzes."

Description of Round? Caliber - 75-m
Type - High Explosive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose band,

1 Yellow body band, 1 
White body band

Type Loading - Fixed
Fuze: Type 88 Instantaneous or Type 88 Short Delay Fuze

Type of Gun Used: 75-nun Mountain Gun, Type 94

Number of Bounds per Box: 4



75-mm GUN AMMUNITION

90 94^
Markings:

I w 'IC / *

Translation of Markings: "Type 90 Field. Gun; Type 94
Shell with Fuze. Contents: 4
Rounds."

Description of Round: Caliber - 75-mm
Type - High Explosive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose band,

1 Yellow body band, 1 
White body band

Type Loading - Fixed
Fuze: Type 88 Instantaneous or Type 88 Short Delay Fuze

Type of Gun Used: 75-nrn Field Gun, Type 90

Number of Rounds per Box: 4



75-mm GUN AMMUNITION

Markings:

Translation of Markings: "Type 90 Field Artillery Gun
Pointed Shell. Contents: 4
Rounds. Fuze included.”

Description of Round: Caliber - 75-mm
Type - High Explosive
Number of Rotating Bands - 3
Colors - Black body, Red nose band,

1 Yellow body band
Type Loading - Fixed

Fuze: Type 88 Instantaneous or Type 88 Short Delay Fuze

Type of Gun Used: 75-nim Field Gun, Type 90

Number of Rounds per Box: 4



81-i mortar ^munitionoitT

.^oo-j^tX
Markings

*'tfa

Translation of Markings-; ’’Type 97 Infantry Mortar, Type 
100 Shell. Contents: 3 Rounds. 
Fuzes included. Keep dry.”

Description of Round; Caliber - 81-mm
Type - High Explosive
Colors - Black body, Red nose band, 

1 Yellow body band
Fuze: Type 93 Instantaneous-Short Delay or Type 100 In­

stantaneous-Short Delay Fuze

Type of Mortar Used: 81-mm Mortar, Types 97 & 99

Number of Rounds per Box: 3



90-mm MORTAR AMMUNITION

Translation of Markings: "Type 94 Light Mortar. Con­
tents: 2 Rounds**'

Description of Round: Caliber - 90-mm
Type - High Explosive
Colors - Black body, Red nose band, 

1 Yellow body band

Fuze: Type 95

Type of Mortar Used: 90-mm Light Mortar, Type 94

Number of Rounds per Box: 2



105-mm HOWITZER AMMUNITION

Markings;

Translation of Markings; ’’Type 91 10-cm Pointed Shell 
Contents: 2 Rounds*”

Description of Round: Caliber - 105-mm
Type - High Explosive
Number of Rotating Bands - 2
Colors - Black body, Red nose band,

1 Yellow 'body band
Type Loading - Separate

Fuse; Type 88 Instantaneous or Type 88 Short Delay Fuze

Type of Howitzer Used; 10-cm Howitzer, Type 91

Number of Rounds per Box: 2



105-mm HOWITZER AMMUNITION

Translation of Markings: "Type 91 10-cm, Type 91 Point­
ed Shell. Contents: 2 Rounds."

Description of Round: Caliber - 105-mm
Type - High Explosive
Number of Rotating Bands - 2
Colors - Black body, Red nose band, 

1 Yellow body band
Type Loading - Separate

Fuze: Type 88 Instantaneous or Type 88 Short Delay Fuze

Type of Gun Used: 10-cm Howitzer, Type 91

Number of Rounds per Box: 2



15-cm HOWITZER .AMMUNITION

Markinga: * ^ 3- +

Translation of Markings; “15-cm Howitzer; 92 Howitzer*
Contents: 1®”

Description of Round; Caliber - 150-mm
Type - High Explosive
Number of Rotating Bands - 1
Colors - Black body, Red nose band,

1 Yellow body band
Type Loading - Separate

Fuze; Type 88 Instantaneous or Type 88 Short Delay Fuze

Type of Howitzer Used: 15-cm Howitzer, Types 4 & 96

Number of Rounds per Box: 1



105-mm HOWITZER PROPELLING CHARGE

Markings:^ -

Translation of Markings: "Type 91 10-cm Howitzer Pro­
pelling Charge. Contents: 6 
Charges*"

Description of Propelling Charge: Caliber - lOg-m
Case - Brass
Number of Increments - 4

Type of Gun Used: 10-cm Howitzer, Type 91

Number of Charges per Box: 6



105-mm HOWITZER PROPELT.ING CHARGE

A ~~
MasSlasas & +

® 3.^

Translation of Markings: ’’Type 91 10-cm Howitzer Pro­
pelling Charge. Contents: 15 
Charges.”

Description of Propelling Charge: Caliber - 105-mm 
Case - Brass
Number of Increments - 4

Type of Gun Used: 10-cm Howitzerf Type 91

Number of Charges per Box: 15



INSTANTANEOUS ARTILLERY FUZE

Translation of Markings; “Type 88 Instantaneous Fuze, 
Field Mountain Gun® Contents: 
100 Fuzes*"

Description of Fuze: Two piece Brass body with Aluminum 
nose cap. (Also found with Black 
Steel body*)

Types of Projectiles Used with: 47-mm HE
57»mm HE
70-mm HE
75“mm HE
75-mm Incendiary & Smoke 
105-mm HE

Number of Fuzes per Box; 100



HAND grenade

Markings:

Translation of Markings: "Type 97 Hand Grenade. Con­
tents: 20 Grenades."

Description of Grenade: Body is painted Black with ser­
rated surface. Fuze is Brass.

Operation of Grenade: Screw firing pin down into holder 
as far as it will go. Grasp gre­
nade with fuze pointing downward 
and withdraw safety pin. Strike 
fuze head sharply against hard 
object and hurl grenade immediately

Time Delay: 4-5 Seconds

Number of Grenades per Box: 20



LAND MINE

sr

Translation of Markings: "Type 3 Land Mine, .05 cubic 
meters. With fuze. Contents: 
5 Mines."

Description of Land Mine: Constructed of pottery this
*... .. . ~    Mine weighs about 5~Kg and is

220-mm in diameter and 90-mm 
in height. The Mine blends 
easily with the ground because 
of its earthen-color.

Operation of Land Mine: This mine can be detonated either 
.... by a pull of 25 pounds or by 10 

pounds of pressure on the fuze.
Number of Mines per Box: 5
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